
Reception Curriculum Map
Spring 2021

The Gruffalo and other stories
Our learning this term will be inspired by the stories 
of the fantastic children’s author Julia Donaldson. 
We will focus on a different story each week and 
theme our adult-led and continuous provision around 
that story.

*Due to school closures, remote learning took place during this term therefore some learning may have been 
adapted. We are currently using The Recovery Curriculum, which can be found on the school website for more 
information.



Communication & Language

Personal, Social & Emotional 
Development

Physical 
Development

Through a variety of activities provided in the 
environment we will be supporting the children to 
build confidence in trying new activities and 
expressing ideas. We will encourage the children 
to develop independence when choosing the 
resources they need for their chosen activities. 
They will be encouraged to say when they do or 
don’t need help with an activity. 

We will support children to take steps to resolve 
conflicts with other children, e.g. finding a 
compromise and to begin to be able to negotiate 
and solve problems without aggression, e.g. when 
someone has taken their toy. 

We will continue to develop our fine 
motor skills in lots of ways and work on 
our control of scissors and pencils. In 
relation to health and self-care, we are 
looking for children to show good 
behaviours related to good health such as 
healthy eating, good sleep patterns, 
exercise and hygiene. 
Please share any evidence of this on 
Tapestry

We will be exploring many different stories 
and will be developing our skills of re-telling 
stories using props or pictures. We will be 
focusing on explaining what is happening in 
the story and anticipating what might 
happen next, using more developed 
sentences. We will be working on listening          

to others’ ideas and responding 
to them in discussions. 



Literacy Maths

We will be using a different Julia Donaldson 
story each week as the focus for our Writing.  
Children will continue to write simple sentences 
using the sounds they have learnt. They will 
focus on structuring their own sentences and 
using capital letters, finger spaces and full 
stops. In Letters and Sounds the majority of 
children will be moving into Phase 3 and learning 
the digraphs (single sounds made by 2 letters). 
In handwriting lessons children will be practising 
letters in groups by shape and learning how to 
position letters on lines.  

We will continue to provide lots 
of Writing opportunities in the 
environment and activities to 
develop fine motor control.

We will continue to embed basic skills of number 
including counting, recognising numerals, 
counting quantities of objects and actions, 
finding one more or less and the composition of 
5 and 10.

We will explore pattern and ordering 
2 or 3 items by height.  Children will 
also begin to use mathematical 
language to describe 3D shapes.

Follow these links to some 
interactive Maths games.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/topics/numeracy

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/3-5-
years/counting

Book List
The Gruffalo

The Gruffalo’s Child
Monkey Puzzle

The Smartest Giant 
in Town

Room on the Broom
Zog

Zog & The Flying 
Doctors

Stick Man
Superworm

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/topics/numeracy
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/3-5-years/counting


Expressive Arts & 
Design

• Understanding the 
World

Over the term the children will have 
many opportunities to explore 
different art materials and 
techniques in the classroom and 
outdoor environments. 

We will be developing our imaginative 
play by working in groups to re-
enact different stories that we 
have been learning. We will have to 
play cooperatively to develop and 
act out narratives. 

We will be focusing on making comparisons 
between people and places. We will think 
about what makes us unique and compare 
ourselves to people we know and characters 
in the stories we are learning. We will also 
compare the settings of the different stories 
to each other and our own environment. We 
will be discussing growth, decay and change 
through observation of the 
changing seasons.

The children will be 
developing their use of 
computer hardware to 

access age appropriate 
computer programs. 



PE days may vary, you will be notified each week via Tapestry.  Please ensure earrings 
are removed and long hair is tied back.

Please make sure children have their book bags (with their book & sound/word folder 
inside) in school every day.

Homework will be set via Tapestry each Friday and must be completed and uploaded by 
Wednesday.

Reminders


